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Practice Tax Return # 4 Tax Year 2011 

 

Before starting this practice return, review the General Instructions. 

 

Issues: This practice situation involves a 2011 individual tax return for a married couple with W-2 

income, moving expense, and education expenses (credit). 

 

Facts:  

 

INDIVIDUAL TAX RETURNS 

 

Personal Data: Michael and Elizabeth Samuelson are married and file a joint tax return. They have no 

children. Michael’s birth date is May 21, 1975, his Social Security Number is 400-00-3004, and he is a 

computer programmer.  Elizabeth’s birth date is August 7, 1974, her Social Security Number is 400-00-

2073, and she is a clerical worker for a pest control company. The Samuelson’s daytime phone number 

is 916-524-2222. Their evening number is 916-545-1901. They live at 219 Pasadena Ave, Sacramento, CA 

95841, Sacramento County, and their email address is michaelelizabethsamuelson@oal.com.  

 

Wages and Salaries: For 2011 Michael has one W-2 for $55,000 and another for $18,500. Elizabeth has 

one W-2 for $8,000. See Exhibit A for copies of their W-2s. 

 

Interest Income: Elizabeth had interest income from BB & T Bank for $194, from Wells Fargo Bank for 

$259, and from Wachovia for $410. Michael had interest income from Wells Fargo Bank for $99 and 

Wachovia for $420. They have interest income from a joint account at Citibank for $35. 

 

Dividend Income: Michael had ordinary dividend income from Dominion Resources for $300 of which 

$300 is a qualified dividend, and from Infidelity Investment Company for $2,200 of which $1,500 was 

qualified dividends. 

 

Adjustment: Moving expenses: Michael and Elizabeth moved from Raleigh, NC to Sacramento, CA in 

September 2011 so Michael could take another programming job. There are 2,350 miles between his old 

residence and his new workplace and five miles between his old residence and his old workplace. They 

spent $7,250 to transport their furniture to California plus another $800 for travel and lodging during 

the move. No expenses were reimbursed by Michael’s new employer. 

 

Credits: Elizabeth went back to college during 2011 to get her nursing degree. She paid a total of $8,300 

in tuition between the two state universities she attended during the year, and would like to take 

advantage of the Education Credit or deduction. Elizabeth does not qualify for the American 

Opportunity Credit. 
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Michael and Elizabeth Samuelson 

W-2 
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Michael and Elizabeth Samuelson 

W-2 
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Michael and Elizabeth Samuelson 

W-2 

 

 

 
 

 


